New perspectives in early human development.
A new hypothesis is presented concerning the maturation of the human nervous system and the duration of pregnancy. It has been found that many neural functions characteristic of the fetus continue after birth until a major transformation takes place at the end of the second postnatal month. From a comparative perspective the duration of pregnancy in man is relatively short among primates. An explanation may be found in metabolic constraint. The special energy demands of a large fetal nervous system and the build-up of a subcutaneous fat deposit may have prevented a proportional prolongation of pregnancy during evolution of hominids.